S AFR A (K1/K2) Appendix B

1983 Sentosa Cable Car Rescue Operations Case Study
Other Case Studies

BUILDING BONDS - CREATING MEMORIES

Picture B1: Picture of Cable Car
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Picture B2: Cable Car Accident
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Article: “All you need to know about the 1983 Sentosa cable car accident”
Source: www.straitstimes.com, 13 Oct 2016
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Picture B3: Forming a Rescue Planning Team

Article: “All you need to know about the 1983 Sentosa cable car accident”
Source: www.straitstimes.com, 13 Oct 2016
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Picture B4: Rescuing the Passengers

Source: https://www.mindef.gov.sg/web/portal/pioneer/article/regular-article-detail/ops-and-training/2023-Q1/27jan23 news2
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1. 1978 Singapore Flood

In December 1978, a heavy rainfall over 2 days resulted in one of Singapore’s worst flood ever. Many houses and properties were damaged, farms were
submerged, and electricity supply and telephone service in many areas were cut.

The Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) and the Police were called upon to carry out a large-scale flood rescue and evacuation operation. They were deployed
across the country to rescue people from flood zones and transfer them to relief centers. Boats were used to reach citizens where the roads were not
passable. . RSAF helicopters were also deployed to evacuate serious casualties, while military cranes cleared stalled cars.

Soldiers were also involved in clearing fallen trees and landslides, as well as managing relief centers where blankets and hot food were distributed to the
people.

The flood resulted in more than 1,000 people evacuated from the homes and 7 people dead.
Videos on the disaster:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrlwov84TR4
(from 0:30 to 2:30)

2. 1986 Hotel New World Collapse

Hotel New World was a 6-storey building that housed a bank, a nightclub, and a 67-room hotel. On one morning in March 1986, the whole building
collapsed leaving no walls or columns standing.

With minutes after the collapse, fire engines and the police arrived at the scene shortly after, followed by the SCDF (Singapore Civil Defence Force) and
medical personnel of the SAF (Singapore Armed Forces).
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The rescue efforts involved clearing debris, digging tunnels for personnel to enter, using life detectors and cutting tools to search for survivors, and ensuring
safety to prevent cave-ins.

A shophouse opposite the collapse site was used as the command centre for the rescue operations, while helicopters were stationed nearby to fly the
injured to hospitals. A center for the relatives of trapped victims was set up at a nearby coffeeshop.

The rescue operation involved more than 500 personnel from the Singapore Civil Defence Force (SCDF), Singapore Fire Service, Singapore Armed Forces
(SAF) and foreign experts. The operation took place over four days where 17 survivors were rescued from the rubble and the bodies of 33 who perished
were retrieved.

Videos on the disaster:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YUHmmAQdkrc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45tvKCvP4zU
(from 0:50 to 3:40)

3. 2004 Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunami (Overseas Humanitarian Assistance Missions)

In December 2004, a powerful earthquake off the coast of Sumatra (Indonesia) caused tsunamis in countries around the Indian Ocean. The Singapore
Armed Forces (SAF) launched "Operation Flying Eagle," the largest Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) operation in their history. The SAF
deployed over 1,500 personnel, including 3 Landing Ship Tanks (LSTs), 8 Chinooks and 4 helicopters, 6 transport aircraft, and 2 utility aircraft. They sent
essential supplies like food, tents, blankets, and medicine, as well as built landing points for boats and helicopters to enable to delivery of supplies.
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Other support includes providing a mobile air traffic tower to ease congestion, a portable water purification plant, telecommunications equipment, and a
modaular building for coordination, while the SAF medical team treated thousands of patients.

The SAF also supported in documenting the physical characteristics of the deceased for identification purposes and provided military transport for the
Singapore Civil Defence Force's search and rescue missions.

4. Providing Humanitarian Supplies (Overseas Humanitarian Assistance Missions)

The SAF has been providing humanitarian supplies to countries affected by disasters such as Taiwan’s earthquake in 2018, Laos’ flash floods in 2018 and
Australia’s floods in 2022. The relief packages comprised of tents, blankets, ready-to-eat meals, water and medical supplies.
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